
Want of space forbids the enumeration of other fields of
Dr. Forster's interest and activity, or of the social, chari-
table, patriotic and scientific societies of which he was a
member. lie was a student of natural history ; his work on
the identification of edible mushrooms, is known to many,
and his intimates will recall his interest in the life and hab-
its of bees. He was staunch in his friendships, and help-
ful to all. A certain brusqucness of manner sometimes of-
fended those who did not know him, and who had not
discovered the sterling qualities of his nature. In an ac-

quaintance of twenty-five years the writer never know him
to do a mean or unkind act. Of his acts of generous kind-
ness and helpfulness to others, many will testify. He will
be remembered as a conscientious physician, a patriotic,
public-spirited citizen, a genial, generous, and helpful
friend, a just and upright man.

AMOS HOWE JOHNSON, M.D.
By the death of Dr. Amos Howe Johnson at his homo in

Salem on May 12th, after an illness of several months'dura-
tion, the medical profession of Massachusetts has lost one
of its foremost and noblest members.

He was born in Boston August 4, 1831, received his pre-
liminary education in Phillips Andovur Academy, and
graduated from Harvard College in 1853. It was the
writer's privilege to enjoy intimate friendship with him
during college days, and he remembers well how earnest
was his desire at that lime to study medicine, and how deep
was his interest in the few studies then pursued which
might strengthen such natural inclination—some all too
brief but delightful instruction from Jeffries Wyman in
Anatomy and Zoology, a trifle of Chemistry from Professor
Cooke, and a little voluntary practical Botany with Profes-
sor Gray in his private laboratory. To his great disap-
pointment, however, he felt bound to honor his" father's
desire, and took up the study of theology instead of medi-
cine. After graduation in Andover Theological Seminary,
he became the pastor of the First Congregational Church
in Middleton, Mass., where his ministry was conducted
with marked ability, but after five years he was obliged to
relinquish preaching on account of the weak condition of
his throat.

He then entered the Harvard Medical School, graduated
from it in 1865, and settled immediately afterwards in
Salem. Later he continued his medical studios in Europe.
His great nobility of character and earnest devotion to the
highest interests of hin profession were early and fully
appreciated by his colleagues at home, and he was made
secretary and later president of the South Essex District
Medical Society. For fifteen years he was a member of
the staff of the Salem Hospital, and was chairman of the
board of consulting physicians of the State Insane Hospital
at Danvers at the time of his death.

His fellow-citizens also recognized his worth, and he
served them ably upon the school hoard, as secretary of the
Essex Institute, and us president of the Essex Congrega-
tional Chili. While living at Middleton he had been a
member of the State Legislature.

Also, in the wider circles of his profession, Dr. Johnson
was well known and honored. He was chosen orator of
the State Medical Society for 1883, and delivered an ad-
mirable address : " Nature guides best when guided." In
1890 and 1K!)1 he was elected to the highest office in the
Massachusetts Medical Society, and fulfilled the diversified
duties of president most acceptably to his colleagues
throughout the State. He was also a vice-president of the
Harvard Medical Alumni Association for two years. No
member of our profession ever deserved better these many
and honorable offices, or filled them all more ably or con-

scientiously.
But let us not forget in this brief mention of his public

services what Dr. Johnson never forgot, that he was a
practitioner of medicine. He was studious, progressive
and judicious, and thoroughly deserved the success ne won.

He was warm-hearted, actively benevolent, and modest.
He always appreciated and acknowledged the worth of his
associates. He opposed everything wrong with persistent
courage. He fulfilled his professional relations to all
classes in an exceptionally earnest and Christian spirit, as
became one well trained in the two great humane profes-
sions.
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Correspondence
SCHOOL HYGIENE

Boston, May 15, 1896.
Mu. Editor :

—

In your edition of April 80th you say,
in an article entitled " School Hygiene," " It would be a
mistake to indulge in wholesale condemnation, for it should
be remembered that this [Alumna?] report is very largely
made up of statements made by teachers, whose good faith
we do not question, but whose competency as scientific ob-
servers remains to be proven."

While it is true that the figures of the teachers and mas-
ters were taken as the most reliable concerning seating
capacity, frequency of sweeping, dusting and cleaning in
general, the fact evidently has been overlooked, although
stated, that the Alumnas hired two of Professor Wood-
bridge's assistants, under Professor Woodbridge as expert,
to examine and report upon all points relating to plumbing,
heating and ventilation of each of 18G school-houses, and
that their figures were taken as a basis for the statistics on
those

—

the most important subjects and the only subjectsrequiring " scientific observers." The two men making
the examination were scientifically trained for their work
at the Institute of Technology and were hired by the
Alumna! at a large expense to avoid just such criticism as
is made in the sentence quoted.

Moreover, the facts obtained for the AlumniD by their
paid assistants were used at the request of Mayor Quincy
by the commission of paid experts appointed by him to
examine into the sanitary condition of the schools and in
the newspapers and elsewhere the commission has ex-

pressed its " Appreciation of the facts" ascertained by the
Alumine " which," they say, " tho work undertaken by
them has verified."

I write this note of explanation because the Almumc
have made every effort from the first to avoid the criticism
of doing their work as amateurs and to do it in such a

way that the facts obtained should be scientific in value.
Very truly yours, ALICE U. PEARMAIN,

Chairman of Committee in charge of the Alumn\l=oe\ School
Investigations.

AN IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENT IN RADIO-
GRAPHY

Boston, May 18, 1896.
Mit. EDITOR!

—

Since Röntgen's original article in
January describing the x-ray phenomena, scarcely any real
advance has been made in the direction of giving a scien-
tific explanation of these effects. Thousands of articles
have been written in these four months, but they merely
describe repetitions of his experiments. Advance in the
perfection of the details of the mechanism for producing
the phenomena has, however, been made.

Of this advance the most important step has been the
invention of the "focus tube" In England. The principle
of this tube is founded on the observation of the fact that
the x-rays are generated at that point within the tube
where the cathode rays (Crookes' radiant matter) strike.
This bombarded poi'ion may be the inner side of the glass
wall, as in the tubes uBed by Röntgen, or may be the anode
itself, as in thf focus tube. The accompaning diagram il-
lustrates what I mean. The concave anode focuseB the
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